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Synopsis

This history of the African AIDS epidemic is a much-needed, accessibly written historical account of
the most serious epidemiological catastrophe of modern times. The African AIDS Epidemic: A
History answers President Thabo MbekiA¢a -a,¢s provocative question as to why Africa has
suffered this terrible epidemic. While Mbeki attributed the causes to poverty and exploita-tion, others
have looked to distinctive sexual systems practiced in African cultures and communities. John lliffe
stresses historical sequence. He argues that Africa has had the worst epidemic because the
disease was established in the general population before anyone knew the disease existed. HIV
evolved with extraordinary speed and complexity, and because that evolution took place under the
eyes of modern medical research scien-tists, lliffe has been able to write a history of the virus itself
that is probably unique among accounts of human epidemic diseases. In giving the African
experience a historical shape, John lliffe has written one of the most important books of our time.
The African experience of AIDS has taught the world much of what it knows about HIV/AIDS, and
this fascinating book brings into focus many aspects of the epidemic in the longer context of
massive demographic growth, urbanization, and social change in Africa during the latter half of the
twentieth century. The African AIDS Epidemic: A History is a brilliant introduction to the many

aspects of the epidemic and the distinctive character of the virus.
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Customer Reviews



&#147;lliffe...has written a splendid social history that is both comprehensive and authoritative; it
should be widely read.A¢a —A« &#151; Foreign Affairs&#147;This book is highly recommended for
courses in history, health policy, and public health.A¢a -A« &#151; Journal of the History of
Medicine and Allied Sciences&#147;This is an excellent book and demonstrates the amazing
abilities of the author as a historian to incorporate medical, epidemiological, social, and economical
information into a &#145;holisticA¢a -4,¢ framework to discuss the evolution and impact of the

HIV/AIDS epidemic.A¢a —Ae &#151; Canadian Studies in Population

John lliffe is a professor of modern history in the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of St.
JohnA¢a -4,¢s College. He is the author of Africans: The History of a Continent and The African

Poor: A History.

Really a must read for anyone working in HIV in sub-Saharan Africa or just seeking to understand
the history of the epidemic in SSA or anywhere. Very accessible while being filled with information.
It does not require a particularly sophisticate amount of knowledge about HIV or SSA, though some

basic knowledge would help. It will be required reading in any course | teach on HIV.
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